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later added to the members; and Lord Dunsany, at first
among the Associates, became an Academician. James
Joyce, one of the original list, ignored the invitation;
Sean O'Casey publicly refused it with violence, preferring
splendid isolation; while Douglas Hyde and Daniel
Corkery held that an Irish Academy should consist of
writers in Irish.
Stephen McKenna, the translator of Plotinus, was
among the first Associates named, but declined the invita-
tion " out of modesty," though supporting the institution.
T. E. Lawrence, one of the original Associates, is since
dead. E. A. Boyd and Shane Leslie filled the vacancies
created by Lord Dunsany's promotion and McKenna's
refusal.
In the printed Rules of the Academy, the Academy's
special object is defined as " the promotion of creative
literature in Ireland."
The rules lay down that" Academicians shall be selected
because of creative work which seems to the inviting or
electing body both important and Irish in character or
subject. The Academy shall have power to elect honorary
members, called Associates, whose work does not fall com-
pletely within this definition. They shall not be more than
ten in number, and they must be of Irish birth or descent"
It is under contemplation that the distinction between
Members and Associates shall be abolished.
A curious rule decides that no candidate shall be eligible
if his, or her, election would raise the average age of the
whole body above sixty years. It follows that future
selections must be only made from the young.
As a result of financial support from friends the Academy
is enabled to offer a variety of honours:
(i) The   Gregory   Medal   (Premier  Award  of the